Ffenics 1.53 Changes

Accelerators to Speed Data-Entry

I'll let you into a little secret: this is not entirely a new feature as much as one that was always there,
but just never actually plugged in. We discovered the code during the 1.53 cycle, and wondered
what happened if we did connect it back up.

Anyway, here’s how it works. You can specify an Alt-Letter shortcut so that the cursor jumps straight
to that field when the shortcut is typed.

You can also do the same for a button; this time when you type the shortcut, the button’s clicked
event is triggered, and whatever action or script you’ve assigned to the button is executed.

This means your users can be more productive in heads-down data-entry.

Field Accelerator

When you create field labels using the ‘Add Label’ option on the ‘Auto-Layout’ dialog, you happen to
create labels that belong to their corresponding fields. If you then add an ampersand before a letter
in that label, the user can hold down ‘Alt’ plus that letter to jump straight to the related field.

So in this example, the field label for the FirstName field has been changed to read ‘&First Name:’,
and, for the LastName field, ‘&Last Name:’:

Person
Title: | Title
First Marme: |Fir5tName

Middle Mame: | MiddleMame

AEEAVENEY  _asthame
Job Title: | JohTitle
Gender: | Gender =]

Date Of Brrth: | DateOfBirth

In Design Time, as shown above, you can see the ampersand character when you have selected its
text; when not selected it appears in both Design and Run Time as an underscore beneath that
character.

This is a common Windows technique, and you’ll see similar underscorings in the drop-down menus
of most Windows programs.

So here’s a simple sequence of this example aspect in use. | display an existing record, with the
cursor in the default first Title field:
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Person
Title:

First Marme: |Chri5tn:|pher
Middle Mame: |

Last Marng: | Hitchins
Job Title: |

Gender: Male =]
Date Of Birth: |

Then type Alt-L to jump straight to the LastName field:

Person
Title: |

Eirst Marne: |Chri5tn:ur:uher
Middle Mame: |

Laszt Marne: _
Job Title: |
Gender: | Male =]

Date Of Birth: |

A few things to note.

e The accelerator shortcut will take work in place of any identical drop-down menu shortcut
(so in the example above, the Ffenics* AH t r e p | a eofetise-bdx drap-dowvminbenu
“ AH tb jump to the file menu).

e If you have several labels with the same accelerator letter, you will only jump to the next
one in order, depending on where the cursor is when the shortcut was typed. If the cursor is
already in one of those fields, it will remain there.

e For the moment, avoid using accelerators with radio buttons.

How Do I Know If A Label Belongs to a Field?

Currently Ffenics provides no obvious clue that a field and its label are somehow linked, and
depending on how you've created a document, there’s a chance that fields are not actually
connected.
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The simplest way to check is to go to the Auto-Layout dialog, and check the ‘Link Labels’ option. You

can display this dialog any time by right-clicking the form object and selecting ‘Layout’ from the pop-

up context menu:
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A label is only connected to a field by virtue of being added automatically through the ‘Add Labels’

option. If you check ‘Link Labels’, OK the Auto Layout dialog and then click a field, you'll see that you

have also selected its corresponding label, if it has one:

Person

Title: | Title

First Mame: |FirstName

Middle Mame: | Middiehame

Last Mmer o Hasthame . .
Job Title: | JohTitle

Gender:

Gender :
Date Of Birth; DateOfBirth

See how here the ‘Last Name:’ label has the selection squares around its corners.
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This means you may need to recreate existing documents, using the Add Labels option, if you want
to add field accelerators.

Button Accelerator
Accelerator shortcuts can be added to buttons in the same way; this time it is the label of the button
itself that you add the ampersand indicator to:

Person

Title: _

First Marmne: | ducrian

Middle Marme: |

Last Marne: |JI:Ir'IES

Job Title: |vertical

Gender: m

Date Of Birth: | Save And Mext Record

Here, the ‘Save And Next Record’ button has the following script:
define "t" number .

t := recordsave () .
t := recordnext () .

t := keystrokes ("_ctrl (_home)").

The keystrokes at the end of this script moves the cursor back to the first field on the aspect;
otherwise focus remains on the button.

Again, the button shortcut takes preference over any menu accelerators. If there are other fields or
buttons with the same accelerator, which one is executed depends on the cursor position when the
shortcut is fired.

You should probably strive to create unique letter accelerators, and use them sparingly. Remember
the user can always move to the next field via enter or tab.

Trick: Trigger Button Scripts from the Drop-down Menu

Previously, if you create a customised ‘Save’ button, as the example above shows, you were
generally unable to reproduce the same Save routine via the drop-down menu, and therefore
‘forced’ to remove any top-line Save menu option to avoid risking a conflict in behaviour.

Now you can take advantage of the accelerator to trigger the same routines from the menus.
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Assuming you've created something like the ‘Save and Next Record’ button described above, with an
Alt-S accelerator, try the following:

1. In Design Time, select ‘Document A Custom Menu’:

Menu Editor [3__<|
Sample Menu Item Details
{f}menu {:}Cgmmand {}Eeparatl:nr
&Form... Alk+5hift+F . ]
adspect. . AlE+Shift+4 Actian: |F"E Menu v
&Report, ., Alk+5hift+R,
&Procedure... Alt+5hifk+P
20pen
&Docurment. .. ChrHD
&Form... Ckrl+Shift+F
Bfspect, ., Chrl+Shift+4
&Report, ., Crrl+Shift+R. ¥
Menu Texk: | &File |
Item: [ Mext ][ Presw ][ Inserk ][ Delete ]

Title Help: | Create, open, print, and close ¢ |

Mwe:|+|+|+|+|
Accelerator:
et Paste Al

Crl Shift

[ Ok l [ Cancel

2. Find and highlight the Save/F8 option:

Sample Menu

Zopy &Record
Copy Specidal. ..

[>

#Paske Chrl4y
Clear &Field Fa& —
Clear Forfm FS

LS avE
Save As Bhlew Record Fz
&Delete Record, ., F7
Rasestare Record Chrl+FS

3. Change the action to Execute ELF. This also means you’ll need to re-type both the Menu Text
and Title Help (you might want to copy and paste these to a text file before changing the
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action):

Menu Editor,

Sample Menu Item Details
Copy &Record -
Copy Specadal... = I Menu (%) Command ) Separatar
#Paste Chrl+y .
Clear &Field F& - ction: | Exectt ELF M
Clear For&m FS ELF Mame:
Save As &hlew Record Fz
&Delete Record... F7 [ - id ]
R#gstore Record Chrl+FS Expression Builder...
____________ L
N Menu Text: | fSave| |
Itern: [ Mexk ][ Presy ][ Insert ][ Delete ]

Title Help: | ges ko new or exisking records, |

Mn:we:|"|"'|+|+|
Accelerator: ||:Ei V|
i paste Clak Dol Clshie

[ Ok l [ Cancel ]

4. Inthe ‘ELF Name’ box, add the following:
keystrokes ("_alt(s)")

Note: this assumes you have a record for the keystrokes function in the External Functions
form.

5. Click OK to end editing the menu.

Now when in Run Time, if you either select the Save option from the menu, or use the F8 shortcut,
you will actually type Alt-S, which in turn triggers the ‘Save ... button.
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