
Ffenics 1.53 Changes 
 

Improved Auto -Layout to Speed 

Document Creation  
If you want a quick field-per-line or tabular layout for all or part of your document, the quickest way 

is to use the auto-layout dialog: 

 

You see this dialog when you first create a new document, or when you right-click a form or subform 

object and choose ΨLayoutΩ: 

   

The dialog box is pretty self-explanatory and should be familiar. 

1.53 introduces changes in three areas affected by auto layout: 



Ffenics 1.53 Changes: Improved Auto-Layout To Speed Document Creation 
 

2  

 

 The wording on the labels derived from field namesΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ Ψ!ŘŘ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ 

 The vertical positioning of a label relative to its corresponding field 

 The styling on the automatically generated title Σ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ Ψ!ŘŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜΩ. 

These changes will reduce your number of tidy-up tasks. In combination they will help you create 

new documents more quickly. 

Note that all these changes will be applied to your forms, aspects, reports or procedures ONLY when 

ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΤ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΦ  

Field Labels 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ Ψ!ŘŘ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ ƛn previous versions of Ffenics, the field name was used ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΩǎ 

wording. !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-word field names, such as 

Ψ5ŀǘŜhŦ.ƛǊǘƘΩ. This meant you had the extra task of editing the field label to something more user-

friendly.  

In 1.53, you can control how the label is initially generated. There is a ƴŜǿ Ψ5ŜǎƛƎƴ ¢ƛƳŜΩ ǘŀō ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Application Preferences dialog for this: 

 

In the ΨLabels/Field NamesΩ section, you can: 

1. Add characters to the beginning and end, by including them in tƘŜ Ψ¢ŜȄǘ ¢ƻ tǊŜŦƛȄ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ and 

Ψ¢ŜȄǘ ¢ƻ !ŘŘ ¢ƻ 9ƴŘ hŦ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴs 
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2. Swap each occurrence of a specified character with a replacement 

3. Change from so-called CamelCaseFieldNames by inserting a space before each joined-up 

word. 

For example, if we want to turn camel case names into multiple words and append a colon to each 

label, type a colon in the ΨText To Add To End Of LabelsΩ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘŀƴƎŜ άCamelCase 

ΧέΩoption, and leave the other two fields blank: 

 

Click OK to save these changes. Then the generated labels will obey these rules the next time we use 

the auto-layout dialog and choose Ψ!ŘŘ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ, as you can see here: 

 

If you use an underscore to separate the words in a field name, add the underscore character to the 

Ψ{ǿŀǇ 9ŀŎƘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ IŜǊŜΩ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛǘƘ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ IŜǊŜΩ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

Save, and this rule will be applied when we next use auto-layout: 
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A couple of points: 

¢ƘŜ ΨǎǿŀǇ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ ŀǇǇlied BEFORE the camel-casing.  

Also note that currently there is no visual clue that you have actually entered a space in the Ψ{ǿŀǇ 

¢ƻΩ field. If you need confirmation, either return to that field and drag the mouse to highlight its 

contents, or open the file RDRRxAAA.INI in your Application folder in a text editor such as NotePad, 

where you will find something like the following entry: 

[LABEL FORMATTING]  

AppendChars=":"  

PrependChars=""  

SwapFromChars="_"  

SwapToChars=" "  

SwapCamelCaseForSpaces=1  

Ad-Hoc Word ing Style 
OƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀŘ-hoc 

alterations. For example, if most of the fields on a specific ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

emphasis this by prepending an asterisk and a space, add these two characters to thŜ Ψ¢ŜȄǘ ¢ƻ tǊŜŦƛȄ 

[ŀōŜƭǎΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ:  
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This label control applies to all automatically generated labels, including those for table as well as 

field-per-ƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ CƻǊƳΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

original layout of the underlying form.  

Field Names From Labels 
And before you ask, yes, this will work round the other way when creating fields on forms from 

labels.  

If you first type a label and then hit F10 to create a new field, or click to create an edit box near an 

ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀōŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ΨǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΩ ǎƻƳŜ of the formatting instructions, namely: 

1. The set of swap characters are first substituted, if any 

2. Then, if checked, the label is then turned into a camel-case field name. 

For example: 

 

Note that each word has also been changed to start with a capital letter. 

Vertical Positioning  
Labels now can be vertically centered next to their corresponding field, which generally gives a more 

pleasing result.  
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To get all new labels to be so positioned, open the ΨDocument DefaultsΩ tab on Application 

Preferences: 

 

See ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ψ/ŜƴǘŜǊ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ όCƻǊƳΣ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ 

Aspect or Procedure) and make sure the ΨCenter LabelsΩ option is checked. 

For this to work best, you should also turn off the ΨSnapΩ setting, found in the ΨGridΩ section of 

Application Preferences: User Interface. If this is left on, the labels will jump back to the grid if you 

move them at a later point: 

 

For existing documents, you can also ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ψ/ŜƴǘŜǊ [ŀōŜƭǎΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 

Properties dialog: 
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Form and Subform Titles  
Returning to the Auto-Layout dialog, there has always been ŀƴ Ψ!ŘŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜΩ option: 

 

If checked, this will add a label above a main form or subform. Previously, this label was unstyled, 

and uƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǾŜǊȅ ΨǘƛǘƭŜ-ƭƛƪŜΩ: 

 

bƻǿΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀŘŘ ŀ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άCƻǊƳ ¢ƛǘƭŜέΣ this will be applied to any main form 

title added via this ΨAuto LayoutΩ option: 
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!ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ǳōŦƻǊƳ ¢ƛǘƭŜΩΣ ŀƴȅ ǎǳōŦƻǊƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ be automatically styled: 

 

And we get this: 


